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Summary
The following dissertation considers the main aspects of trade during each phase of Minoan
development from its beginnings in Early Minoan times (3500 BC) until the end of Minoan period in
1430 BC. The work concentrates largely on the commodities exchanged, the development of
transportation and perceived trade routes as well as the role of the palaces once they were established.
The theories on the Minoan Thalassocracy and colonisation are also discussed. The evidence used is
mainly archaeological, which is able to trace the movement of non-perishable materials such as
pottery and metals. Reference is also made to contemporary Near Eastern texts and art, as well as the
Minoan Linear A and Mycenaean Linear B documents.
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MINOAN CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE
Date Bronze Age
Sequence
Minoan
Sequence
Palatial
Sequence
Egyptian Equivalent
6000-3500 BC Neolithic Neolithic – 4500-3050 BC
3500-2900 BC Early
Bronze Age
EMI Pre-palatial Foundation of the Egyptian State –
3050 BC
2900-2650 BC
2650-2300 BC
EMIIa
EMIIb
1st – 6th Dynasty – 2920-2150 BC
2300-2100 BC EMIII 1st Intermediate Period –
2134-2040 BC
2100-2000 BC MMIa
2000-1800 BC Middle
Bronze Age
MMIb /
MMIIa
Protopalatial 11th Dynasty – 2040-1991 BC
1800-1750 BC MMIIb Neopalatial 12th Dynasty – 1991-1759 BC
1750-1700 BC MMIII 13th Dynasty – 1759-1606 BC
1700-1580 BC Late Bronze
Age
LMIa 15th (Hyksos) Dynasty – 1637-1529 BC
17th Dynasty (Thebes) – 1606-1539 BC
1580-1490 BC
1490-1430 BC
1430-1370 BC
LMIb
LMII
LMIIIa1 Final
Palatial
18th Dynasty – 1539-1295 BC
Ahmose I – 1539-1514 BC
Amenhotep I – 1514-1493 BC
Tuthmosis I – 1493-1481 BC
Tuthmosis II – 1481-1479 BC
Hatshepsut (Queen) – 1479-1457 BC
Tuthmosis III – 1479-1425 BC
Amenhotep II – 1427-1392 BC
Tuthmosis IV – 1392-1382 BC
Amenhotep III – 1382-1344 BC
1370-1320 BC LMIIIa2 Akhenaten – 1352-1336 BC
Smenkhare – 1338-1336 BC
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Ay – 1327-1323 BC
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